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Re: Kugler’s Analysis of tablet Cambyses 400 
 
 
According to Kugler, the tablet is afflicted with many errors. Modern 
scholarship concurs.  (See “The latest translation…” evidence button 
below)  The tablet’s major astronomical error lies in the assumption 
that the 7th year of Cambyses was a leap year.  Kugler’s correction 
(See Verbesserungen p. 73, number 2 in Z.2) asserts the leap month 
Adaru arku (Adar II) must be erased everywhere in the document. 
 
From –532 and onward into the time of Cambyses, a well-organized 
calendar based on an 8-year cycle was in place in Babylon.  Kugler 
claims several reliable texts confirm that the 5th and 8th years of 
Cambyses were leap years, and hence Adar II could not have occurred 
in Cambyses 7.  The Camb. 400 tablet indirectly supports this 
conclusion, because the removal of Adar II harmonizes the dates with 
modern computation.  A few discrepancies remain – the text of Z.15 
has a scribal error and minor slips are evident in Z.13 & Z.18. 
 
Kugler is convinced the inscriptions are based on genuine 
observations.  The text includes positions of planets in relation to 
fixed stars and Kugler deems the astronomy accurate.  He attributes 
almost all mistakes exclusively to a later scribe who misread unclear 
signs and altered the text under the erroneous preconception that 
Cambyses 7 was a leap year. 




































